NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
MINUTES
December 6, 2023

Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, at 5:05 p.m. in Council
Chambers at the Courthouse Annex, 1309 College Street, Newberry, SC, for a Work
Session.

Notice of the meeting was duly advertised, as required by law.

PRESENT: Todd Johnson, Chairman
Les Hipp, Vice Chairman
Leon Fulmer, Council Member
Travis Reeder, Council Member
Johnny Mack Scurry, Council Member
Karl Sease, Council Member
Robert N. Shealy, Council Member
Jeff Shacker, County Administrator
Eric Nieto, LT. Director
Rick Farmer, Economic Development Director
Katie Werts, Director of Planning and Development Services
Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council/PIO

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.

1. Presentation of the proposed Economic and Land Use elements of the draft
Comprehensive Plan - Cheryl Matheny, Planning Consultant, The Matheny-Burns
Group.

e Ms. Matheny presented a PowerPoint presentation, as attached
in the minutes, detailing the two mentioned elements.

e Regarding the Economic Development element, Ms. Matheny
covered Economic Base, Ten Largest Taxpayers, Existing
Industrial and Commercial Land Use, Economic Base - Capital
Investment, New Capital Investments, Major Employers,
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Unemployment Trends, Wages, Earnings and Unemployment by
Education, County Employment by Sector, Commuters, Economic
Development, Economic Resiliency.

@]

Ms. Matheny said Mr. Farmer reviewed the Economic
Development Element and provided his edits and
additions. She additionally said they used the Economic
Development Strategic Plan for background information.
Mr. Hipp addressed the slide that states, “there was $12.4
million in assessed property value in manufacturers and
utilities” He said that seems awfully low when you
consider Samsung, MM Technics, Kiswire, Kraft Heinz, all
the manufacturers. He asked if all of that is not greater
than $12.4 million?

= Ms. Matheny said that is the data they were given.

* Mr. Farmer said you are talking about the difference
between assessed value and fair market value and
assessed value is always lower. However, he said that
those numbers still seem low to him. He added that
the Samsung building had a market value of $17
million when purchased in 2017

Mr. Hipp asked where the actual number came from.

= Ms. Matheny said she believes they received the
number from the county’s information.

Mr. Hipp said it seems low for all the manufacturers they
have in Newberry.

Ms. Matheny said if the county had more accurate data,
they'd be happy to replace it.

Mr. Sease asked where the admissions tax collections are
collected. Ms. Matheny said that would be money collected and
venues like the Newberry Opera House. Mr. Sease then asked
about the accommodations tax and Ms. Matheny said that would
be like hotels and motels.

Under Major Employers, Ms. Matheny said this list has not taken
into account that Kraft Heinz has downsized and that number is
now lower.
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 Regarding Land Use, Ms. Matheny requested council look at the
Land Use Map and tell her what they think and if they would like
any additional changes.

o Mr. Johnson said he wanted to talk about some of the
things that are there, like some of the farms being marked
as Transitional. Mr. Johnson requested getting the original
map back to review and rectify that change.

o Mr. Johnson said he thinks they can discuss this in another
session.

o Ms. Matheny said to keep in mind that if something is
Transitional, it doesn’t mean it has to change.

o Mr. Johnson said he wants to make sure they look out for
their farmers.

2. Executive Session:

a. Personnel Matter(s):

i. Discussion of matters related to appointment and compensation of
Public Works Director pursuant to SC Code of Laws Section 30-4-
70(a)(1).

b. Real Estate Matter(s):

i. Discussion of matters related to MCCP II pursuant to SC Code of
Laws Section 30-4-70(a)(2)

ii. Discussion of matters related to Newberry County Industrial Park
pursuant to SC Code of Laws Section 30-4-70(a)(2).

c. Economic Development Matter(s):

i. Discussion of matters related to Project Palmetto pursuant to SC
Code of Laws Section 30-4-70(a)(5).
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e Mr. Sease made a motion to go into executive session at
5:23 p.m., Mr. Shealy gave a second and the motion was
approved 7-0.

e At 6:09 p.m., Mr. Sease made a motion to come out of
executive session; Mr. Shealy gave the second and the
motion was approved 7-0.

¢ Mr. Johnson said they met in executive session for the
aforementioned reasons and no action was taken.

3. Adjournment

e Mr. Shealy made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Reeder provided
the second. The motion was approved 7-0.

NEWBERRY COUNTY COUN

e —

Todd Jéhnson, Chairman

<drew Wigger, Clerk to Council

B
Minutes Approved: )& 7)T lory
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