NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
MINUTES
June 18, 2025

Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers at the Courthouse Annex, 1309 College Street, Newberry, SC, for a Work
Session.

Notice of the meeting was duly advertised, as required by law.

PRESENT: Robert Shealy, Chairman
Karl Sease, Vice-Chairman
Travis Reeder, Council Member
Johnny Mack Scurry, Council Member
Stuart Smith, Council Member
Jeff Shacker, County Administrator
Joanie Winters, County Attorney
Brian Kelly, GIS Analyst
Liz McDonald, Assessor
Eric Nieto, LT. Director
Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council/PIO

ABSENT: Leon Fulmer, Council Member
Todd Johnson, Council Member

1. Presentation and Discussion of Newberry County 2025 Reassessment —
County Assessor Liz McDonald.

e Ms. Liz McDonald, Assessor, and Mr. Brian Kelly, GIS Analyst,
presented a PowerPoint (included with these minutes) regarding
reassessment in Newberry County.

o Highlights from the presentation:

o Every five years the state mandates that counties do
reassessment, Newberry County Council gave the Assessor's
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Office a one year extension (as allowed by law) to perform
reassessment.
o Almost 85% of the taxable property in Newberry County is
residential.
o Act 388 established a 15% cap to limit drastic changes to
taxable values at reassessment.
o Property taxes account for 54% of Newberry County's total
revenue.
o Between 2019 and 2025, 77% of all sales were classified as
residential.
o The average assessed value in Newberry is up 14% - while the
national real estate market is up 37.5%.
Mr. Shacker said they probably have many examples out there where
the difference between the fair market value and the taxable value is
larger because someone has occupied that home through multiple
cycles and have benefited from the 15% cap several times.
Mr. Sease asked if the Newberry County Assessor’s Office had to go
out and look at every property during reassessment to try and find
out what it is worth. Mr. McDonald said it would take the appraiser
over five years to visit every property, working from 8:30 a.m. until 5
p.m., with an hour lunch, and not doing any other work. That would
just be going to look at property, so they cannot visit every property.
Instead, they use mass appraisal and send out a notice, so if they
mess it up, they can fix it.
Mr. Sease asked if the property was built in the last five years, would
they have to go out and look at it. Ms. McDonald said every new
construction, every addition, they are there measuring and getting all
of that data.
Mr. Reeder asked how they factor in homestead exemption. Ms.
McDonald said it is 4% of $50,000 that is what you are exempting.
Mr. Shacker said something he noticed on the sample notice was the
October 29" deadline on the appeal and was that what they are
going to be working with. Ms. McDonald said drop dead date would
be end of July, but if they can get in before, they are going to do that.
She said the October timeframe would be mid to end.
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e Mr. Sease asked how the appeal process would work and what the
timeframe is. Ms. McDonald said the appeal process is very informal
process. She said first, it has to be in writing, even as a simple as “I
believe you have my property over valued because my roof leaks.”
She said sending pictures is also helpful. However, she said it is a
very painless process.

2. Adjournment.
e Mr. Reeder made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Smith provided the

second and the motion carried 5-0.
e The Newberry County Council Work Session adjourned at 5:47 p.m.

NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

Lty Ml

Robert “Nick” Shealy, Vlc Chalrman

(el o

Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council
Minutes Approved: 7 ] 2 B 20&3'—
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