
Legislative update as of 3/27/2026 

New Bills: 

H. 5447 Closed primaries – Referred to House Judiciary 

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 7-5-
115 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON IS NOT ALLOWED TO VOTE IN A PARTISAN 
PRIMARY ELECTION OR PARTISAN ADVISORY REFERENDUM UNLESS THE PERSON 
HAS REGISTERED AS BEING A MEMBER OF THAT PARTY; BY AMENDING SECTION 7-
5-110, RELATING TO REGISTRATION IN ORDER TO VOTE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A 
PERSON IS NOT ALLOWED TO VOTE IN A PARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION OR 
PARTISAN ADVISORY REFERENDUM UNLESS THE PERSON HAS REGISTERED AS 
BEING A MEMBER OF THAT POLITICAL PARTY; BY AMENDING SECTION 7-5-170, 
RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
THE REQUIREMENT OF STATING POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION, IF ANY, ON THE 
FORM AND INCLUDING IT IN THE OATH, AND TO REQUIRE THE STATE ELECTION 
COMMISSION TO ASSIST IN CAPTURING THIS DATA; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 
7-9-20, RELATING TO QUALIFICATIONS FOR VOTING IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS, SO 
AS TO INCLUDE, AS A REQUIREMENT, REGISTERING AS A MEMBER OF THE PARTY 
AND TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE FOR CHANGING POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION 
OR NONAFFILIATION AFTER A SELECTION HAS BEEN MADE. 

S. 1054 Limit Vote to Citizens – Referred to Senate Judiciary 

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS PROPOSE AN AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES 
CONSTITUTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE STATES FOR RATIFICATION PROVIDING 
THAT ONLY CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES MAY QUALIFY TO VOTE IN ANY 
PRIMARY OR OTHER ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT OR VICE PRESIDENT, FOR 
ELECTORS FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, OR FOR SENATOR OR 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS. 

Recent Action:  

H. 5089, Beaufort County voting precincts – Read third time by Senate, Enrolled 

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
7-7-110, RELATING TO DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN BEAUFORT 
COUNTY, SO AS TO REDESIGNATE THE MAP NUMBER ON WHICH THESE PRECINCTS 
ARE DELINEATED. 

S. 694, Polling Places in Aiken County – Amended, ordered to third reading by House 

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
7-7-40, RELATING TO DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN AIKEN COUNTY, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT IF THE BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS 
DETERMINES THAT A PRECINCT CONTAINS NO SUITABLE LOCATION FOR A 
POLLING PLACE, THE BOARD, UPON APPROVAL OF A MAJORITY OF THE COUNTY 



LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION, MAY LOCATE THE POLLING PLACE INSIDE THE 
COUNTY AND WITHIN FIVE MILES OF THE PRECINCT'S BOUNDARIES. 

S. 922 Appointments – Referred to House Judiciary  

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
1-3-210, RELATING TO FILLING VACANCIES WHEN THE SENATE IS NOT IN SESSION, 
SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR WHEN THE GOVERNOR MAY MAKE AN INTERIM 
APPOINTMENT; BY AMENDING SECTION 7-3-10, RELATING TO THE STATE 
ELECTION COMMISSION , SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE 
ELECTION COMMISSION SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE; BY ADDING SECTION 1-30-12 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THAT CABINET MEMBERS WILL SERVE COTERMINOUS WITH THE 
GOVERNOR THAT APPOINTS THEM 

S. 1020 Lexington County School Board Partisan Elections – Referred to Lexington Delegation 

A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT THE ELECTION OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES IN LEXINGTON 
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS 1, 2, AND 4 BE ON A PARTISAN BASIS BEGINNING IN 
2028. 

On the Senate and House Floor: 

H. 3556, Political Parties and Primaries – on Senate Floor, continuously carried over 

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 7-17-560, RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF A POLITICAL PARTY TO HEAR CERTAIN PRIMARY PROTESTS AND 
CONTESTS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO ALSO HEAR 
PROTESTS AND CONTESTS IN THE CASE OF COUNTY OFFICERS, LESS THAN 
COUNTY OFFICERS, AND MUNICIPAL OFFICERS, TO AUTHORIZE THE STATE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO REQUIRE THE FILING OF 
ANY PROTEST OR CONTEST TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A BOND WITH SURETY, AND 
TO PROVIDE FOR APPEALS FROM DECISIONS BY THE STATE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE; BY AMENDING SECTION 7-17-570, RELATING TO HEARINGS OF 
PRIMARY PROTESTS AND CONTESTS, SO AS TO EXTEND THE TIME IN WHICH THE 
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MUST CONDUCT SUCH HEARINGS; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 5-15-80, RELATING TO MUNICIPAL PRIMARY PROTESTS AND CONTESTS, 
SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT SUCH PROTESTS AND CONTESTS ARE TO BE FILED, 
HEARD, AND DECIDED IN THE MANNER PROVIDED IN SECTIONS 7-17-560 AND 7-17-
570; AND BY REPEALING SECTIONS 7-17-520, 7-17-530, 7-17-540, 7-17-550, 7-17-580, 
AND 7-17-590 ALL RELATING TO PRIMARY PROTESTS AND CONTESTS FOR CERTAIN 
OFFICES. 

H.3557, Candidate Filing – on Senate Floor, continuously carried over   

A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 7-11-15, RELATING TO QUALIFICATIONS TO RUN AS A CANDIDATE IN 



GENERAL ELECTIONS, SO AS TO SHORTEN THE CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD, TO 
REQUIRE ALL CANDIDATES FROM EACH POLITICAL PARTY IN THIS STATE TO PAY A 
FILING FEE, AND TO AUTHORIZE POLITICAL PARTIES TO CHARGE A 
CERTIFICATION FEE TO ALL CANDIDATES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 7-11-210, 
RELATING TO THE FILING OF PARTY PLEDGES BY CANDIDATES, SO AS TO CHANGE 
THE DATE BY WHICH A PARTY PLEDGE MUST BE FILED. 

No Further Action taken yet:  

S 0880 Summary: Election Schedule – Referred to House Judiciary  
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
9-1-10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS APPLICABLE TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE EARNABLE COMPENSATION DOES NOT 
INCLUDE CERTAIN AMOUNTS PAID TO MANAGERS AND CLERKS OF ELECTIONS; 
AND BY AMENDING SECTION 12-6-1120, RELATING TO THE COMPUTATION OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA GROSS INCOME, SO AS TO EXCLUDE CERTAIN AMOUNTS PAID 
TO MANAGERS AND CLERKS OF ELECTIONS 

H 3551 Summary: Poll Worker Pay (Earnable Compensation) – referred to Senate Finance  
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
9-1-10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS APPLICABLE TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE EARNABLE COMPENSATION DOES NOT 
INCLUDE CERTAIN AMOUNTS PAID TO MANAGERS AND CLERKS OF ELECTIONS; 
AND BY AMENDING SECTION 12-6-1120, RELATING TO THE COMPUTATION OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA GROSS INCOME, SO AS TO EXCLUDE CERTAIN AMOUNTS PAID TO 
MANAGERS AND CLERKS OF ELECTIONS. 

 


