
1 
 

 
NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 

COUNTY COUNCIL AGENDA 
NEWBERRY COURTHOUSE ANNEX 

1309 COLLEGE STREET, NEWBERRY, SC 29108 
June 17, 2026 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 

    
1. Call to order: Robert Shealy, Chairman. 
 
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Johnny Mack Scurry, Council Member. 
 
3. Adoption of Minutes: 

a. Newberry County Council Minutes – June 3, 2026. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda.  
 
5. Special Appearance: 

a. Presentation of American Flag and Commemorative Flag – WoodmenLife.  
 

6. Proclamations/Resolutions: 
a. Proclamation recognizing Juneteenth in Newberry County.  

 
7. Administrator’s Report:  

a. Employee Recognition: Keith Suber (20 years, Public Works). 
b. Project Updates  

 
8. Chairman’s Comments. 
 
9. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda (three minutes).  
 
10. Old Business: 

a. Third Reading – Ordinance 05-02-2026. Rezoning property at the corner of Wise 
Street and Wilson Road, consisting of one acre from GC-General Commercial to 
R2-Rural. (TMS No. 399-56). 

b. Third Reading – Ordinance 05-04-2026. Rezoning property at 5576 SC Hwy 
121-34, Newberry, consisting of 10 acres from R2-Rural to RS-Single Family 
Residential. (TMS No. 295-39).  

c. Second Reading – Ordinance 06-01-2026 to provide for a limited and temporary 
moratorium on Data Centers in Newberry County and invoking application of the 
Pending Ordinance Doctrine. 
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11. New Business:  

a. Consideration and approval for consulting services at the Newberry County 
Airport (RFP 2026-05).  

b. Consideration and approval for a bid for Gallman Place roof replacement (RFP 
2026-02). 

c. Consideration and approval of a bid for the Public Safety Complex (2022 CPST) 
(RFP 2026-06). 

d. Consideration and approval of a bid for the Newberry County Airport Taxiway A 
rehabilitation (RFP  2026-08). 

e. Consideration and approval of a bid for Scurry Church Road and Henry 
Longshore Road improvements (RFP  2026-07). 

f. Consideration and approval for HVAC maintenance for Newberry County 
Facilities (RFP 2026-09). 

 
12. Appointments: 
 
13. Adjournment.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Future Meetings: 

.  
a. Newberry County Council Work Session – July 1 at 5 p.m. CANCELLED. 
b. Newberry County Council – July 1 at 6 p.m. CANCELLED. 
c. Newberry County Council Work Session – July 15 at 5 p.m.  
d. Newberry County Council – July 15 at 6 p.m.  
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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL  
MINUTES 

June 3, 2026 
 
Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Newberry Opera 
House at 1201 McKibben Street, Newberry, SC, for a regular scheduled meeting.  
 
Notice of the meeting was duly advertised, as required by law. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Shealy, Chairman 

Karl Sease, Vice-Chairman  
Leon Fulmer, Council Member 
Todd Johnson, Council Member (virtual) 

  Travis Reeder, Council Member 
Johnny Mack Scurry, Council Member 
Stuart Smith, Council Member 

  Ted Luckadoo, County Administrator 
  Joanie Winters, County Attorney  
  Karen Brehemer, Deputy County Administrator 
  Major Ben Chapman, NCSO 
  Debbie Cromer, Finance Director 
  Sheriff Lee Foster, NCSO 
  Eric Nieto, IT Director 
  Josh Rowe, Public Works Director 
  Katie Werts, Planning and Zoning Director 

Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council/PIO 
 
MEDIA: Tanner Gilmartin, WIS 

 
1. Call to order: Robert Shealy, Chairman. 
 

 Mr. Shealy called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.  
 
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Travis Reeder, Council Member. 
 

 Mr. Reeder led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  
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3. Adoption of Minutes: 
a. Newberry County Council Work Session Minutes – May 20, 2026. 
b. Newberry County Council Minutes – May 20, 2026. 

 
 Mr. Reeder made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; Mr. Fulmer 

provided the second and the motion carried 7-0. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda.  
 

 Mr. Sease made a motion to accept the agenda as presented; Mr. Scurry 
provided the second and the motion carried 7-0. 

 

5. Special Appearance: 
 

 There were no special appearances.  
 
6. Administrator’s Report:  
 

 Mr. Luckadoo forwent his report until the June 17, 2026, meeting.  
 

7. Chairman’s Comments. 
 

 Mr. Shealy said he appreciated everyone in attendance and that they care for 
Newberry County, as he does.  

 
8. Public Hearings: 

a. Ordinance 05-02-2026. Rezoning property at the corner of Wise Street and 
Wilson Road, consisting of one acre from GC-General Commercial to R2-Rural. 
(TMS No. 399-56). 

 
 There were no public comments for this ordinance.  

 
b. Ordinance 05-04-2026. Rezoning property at 5576 SC Hwy 121-34, Newberry, 

consisting of 10 acres from R2-Rural to RS-Single Family Residential. (TMS No. 
295-39).  
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 Ms. Kathey Lindsay spoke against the ordinance. 
 
9. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda (three minutes).  
 

 The following residents spoke against a data center in Newberry County: Abby 
Griffin, Amanda Moss, Lillie Hunter, Julia Pinckney, Tracy Clifford, Sophie 
Egleston, Emily Poole, Lorri Shannon, Kathleen Erickson, Chuck Fellows, 
Rhonda Johnson, Vicki Bilka, Steve McKean, Charlie Stuck, Mark Mickey, Philip 
Armstrong, Eric Alford, Karen Johnson, Ken Bradly, Fran Smitherman, Tony 
Caldwell, Becky Boland, Constance Ravell, Michael Alfaro, John Ellison, Megan 
Setzler.  

 Ms. Engle Thompson spoke on the residency of the County Administrator.  
 
10.  Old Business: 

a. Third Reading – Ordinance 03-01-2026. allowing Newberry County to enter into 
an option and purchase agreement with Project Altair for Economic 
Development Purposes. 

 
 With no member of council making a motion to accept, the ordinance failed.  

 
b. Second Reading – Ordinance 05-02-2026. Rezoning property at the corner of 

Wise Street and Wilson Road, consisting of one acre from GC-General 
Commercial to R2-Rural. (TMS No. 399-56). 

 
 Mr. Reeder made a motion to accept second reading; Mr. Fulmer provided the 

second and the motion carried 7-0. 
 

c. Second Reading – Ordinance 05-04-2026. Rezoning property at 5576 SC Hwy 
121-34, Newberry, consisting of 10 acres from R2-Rural to RS-Single Family 
Residential. (TMS No. 295-39).  

 
 Mr. Reeder made a motion to accept second reading; Mr. Scurry provided the 

second and the motion carried 5-2 with Mr. Fulmer and Mr. Sease voting 
against. 

 
d. Second Reading – Ordinance 05-05-2026. Acceptance of Goggans Drive, 

Goggans Court, and Fawn Court into the Newberry County Roads System.  
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 Mr. Fulmer made a motion to postpone second reading until December 16, 

2026, in order for Newberry County to secure the rights-of-way; Mr. Reeder 
provided the second and the motion carried 5-2 with Mr. Sease and Mr. Scurry 
voting against.  

 
11.  New Business:  

a. Discussion and possible vote of Ordinance 06-01-2026 to provide for a limited 
and temporary moratorium on Data Centers in Newberry County and invoking 
application of the Pending Ordinance Doctrine – First Reading by Title Only.   

 
 Mr. Johnson lost connection and was no longer present during the meeting.  
 Mr. Sease made a motion to accept first reading in title only; Mr. Fulmer 

provided the second.  
 Mr. Fulmer asked for clarification that they would be able to extend the 

moratorium after 12 months. Mr. Shealy said that is correct, and that they 
cannot pass a moratorium without a timeline, per state law.  

 The motion carried 4-2, with Mr. Reeder and Mr. Scurry voting against.  
 
12.  Appointments: 
 

 There were no appointments.  
 

13.  Adjournment.  
 

 Mr. Reeder made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Scurry provided the second and the 
motion carried 6-0. 
 

 
NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 
Robert Shealy, Chairman 
 
 
Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council  
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Minutes Approved: ________________ 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  )          PROCLAMATION 

)                      JUNETEENTH 

COUNTY OF NEWBERRY  )               

 

 

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on 

January 1, 1863, declaring the slaves in Confederate territory free, paving the way for the passing 

of the 13th Amendment, which formally abolished slavery in the United States of America; and  

 

WHEREAS, word about the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation was delayed 

some two and one half years, to June 19, 1865, in reaching authorities and African-Americans in 

the South and Southwestern United States; and  

 

WHEREAS, Emancipation Day observations are held on different days in different states 

in the South and Southwest, and in other parts of the nation; and  

 

WHEREAS, June 19th has a special meaning to African-Americans, and is called 

"JUNETEENTH", combining the words June and Nineteenth, and has been celebrated by the 

African-American community for over 150 years; and  

 

WHEREAS, the annual Juneteenth celebration in the County of Newberry will take place 

on June 20, 2026. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, Newberry County Council hereby declares June 19, 2026, as 

JUNETEENTH in the County of Newberry, South Carolina, and urges all citizens to become 

more aware of the significance of this celebration in African-American History and in the 

heritage of our nation and county. 

 

PROCLAIMED AND APPROVED this 17th day of June 2026. 

 

 

 

NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

 

SEAL   

 

BY: ___________________________ 

                       Robert Shealy, Chairman 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council    



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
     )  ORDINANCE NO. 05-02-2026 
NEWBERRY COUNTY  ) 
 
AN ORDINANCE ACTING ON A REQUEST TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO ZONING ORDINANCE NO.  12-24-01 AS REVISED 
AND AMENDED BY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 6-11-16 AND CODIFIED IN 
CHAPTER 153 OF THE NEWBERRY COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
ESTABLISHES ZONING CLASSIFICATION AND DISTRICTS SO AS TO REZONE 
ONE (1) REAL ESTATE PARCEL TOTALING ONE (1) ACRE DESIGNATED AS TMS 
NO. 399-56 FROM GC-GENERAL COMMERCIAL TO R2-RURAL. 
 

WHEREAS, Zoning Ordinance, codified in Chapter 153 of the Newberry 

County Code of Ordinances, establishes zoning classifications and districts, as well 

as an Official Zoning Map; and  

WHEREAS, said Zoning Ordinance provides procedures for the amendment 

of both the text of the Ordinance and the district boundaries shown on the Official 

Zoning Map; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the procedures established by the Zoning 

Ordinance, application was made for a map amendment to rezone one (1) real 

estate parcel totaling one (1) acre located at the corner of Wise Street and Wilson 

Road to R2-Rural from GC-General Commercial.  Tax Map No. 399-56 is currently 

vacant land.  The Comprehensive Plan shows the future land use for this area to be 

within the transitional projected area.  The Planning Staff does recommend that this 

real estate parcel be rezoned to R2-Rural.   

WHEREAS, the Newberry County Joint Planning Commission, in case 

number MA03-05-19-26, had this matter on its agenda and considered this request 

and received comments as to both the existing and intended uses of the property.   

The Joint Planning Commission determined that it does concur with the 



recommendation of the Planning Staff.  The Planning Commission has now 

forwarded its report on the rezoning request to Newberry County Council, as 

required by law, for consideration of its actions by Newberry County Council.    

WHEREAS, Newberry County Council is familiar with the site and the 

existing uses of the properties located at the corner of Wise Street and Wilson 

Road, Newberry. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Newberry County Council makes the following findings 

of fact and law as to the merits of the rezoning request concerning Tax Map No. 399-

56 totaling one (1) acre located at the corner of Wise Street and Wilson Road, 

Newberry, as more particularly shown on the plat accompanying the submitted 

“Official Zoning Map Amendment Application” included in the submitted Planning 

Commission report attached hereto, R2-Rural from GC-General Commercial. 

A.  That the proposed map amendment does promote the 

implementation of the Comprehensive Plan in the area.  

B.   This amendment is needed because the proposed development 

cannot be accomplished by the owner under the existing zoning district regulations. 

C.    That traffic patterns in the neighborhood will not be adversely 

affected by the change in zoning.          

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that: 

   Newberry County Council hereby determines, based on the findings set forth above, 

that the attached rezoning request for a map amendment for Tax Map No. 399-56 

totaling one (1) acre real estate parcel as acted on by the Planning Commission, be: 

 



    ___________ disapproved;  

                approved; or 

___    ___________ approved with the following modifications: ______________ 

___   __________________________________________________________________.  

   AND IT IS SO ORDAINED by Newberry County Council this ______ day of   

______________, 2026 in meeting duly assembled at Newberry, South Carolina. 
 
       NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 (SEAL) 

By:_______________________________ 
Robert Shealy, Chairman 

Attest: 
_________________________________ 
Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council 
 
1st reading: _______________  Reviewed and approved as to form: 
2nd reading: _________________   
Public Hearing: ______________  _____________________________ 
3rd reading: _________________  Attorney 
   
      _____________________________ 
      County Administrator  



 

REZONING REQUEST MA03-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

 

 

Request: Rezoning request MA03-05-19-26 by owner Antonio Alvarez.  This request is to rezone 
one (1) property totaling one (1) acre from GC-General Commercial to R2 - Rural for a residence. 

 

Application Number : MA03-05-19-26 

Property Owner: Antonio Alvarez 

Location Address: Corner of Wise Street & Wilson Road 

Tax Map Number(s): 399-56 

Lot Size: 1 acre 

Current Land Use: Vacant  

Proposed Land Use: Residential 

Current Zoning District: GC-General Commercial   

Proposed Zoning District: R2-Rural  

Comprehensive Plan Designation: Transitional  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newberry County 

Planning Commission Staff Report 



 

REZONING REQUEST MA03-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

Current Zoning Map:  

 

Current Zoning District 

GC – General Commercial:  The GC district is intended to accommodate a variety of general 

commercial and non-residential uses characterized primarily by retail, including shopping 

centers; wholesale; offices; educational institutions; healthcare, including hospitals; arts and 

entertainment; and service establishments in commercially-oriented areas. 

 

Proposed Zoning District 

R2-Rural: The R2-Rural district is intended to be rural in nature, allowing low density residential 

uses including manufactured housing on individual properties, as well as home occupations, 

family day care, agriculture, forestry, hunting, and religious uses, but also accommodating 

complementary and associated uses such as recreation, government services, and appropriate 

service, commercial and industrial uses.  

 

 

 



 

REZONING REQUEST MA03-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

Future Land Use Map: 

 

 

Future Land Use Designation Definition 

Transitional (TR) – Land undergoing, or with the potential to undergo, a transition from one major land 
use to another, primarily from rural or residential to commercial or office uses. Such land is in proximity 
to developed areas, municipalities, or Development (DEV) areas and/or to major transportation corridors 
and existing water and sewer. Existing residential developments and individual residences located within 
Transitional areas will provide options for residents to shorten the distance between work and home. 
Access to regional transportation routes and to existing water and sewer facilities could make these areas 
attractive for a range of uses, as appropriate and compatible with adjacent uses, including light 
commercial, office, public and institutional uses, and higher density residential development.  
 
 
 

 



 

REZONING REQUEST MA03-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

Analysis: 

Rezoning request MA03-05-19-26 by property owner Antonio Alvarez. This request is to rezone one 
(1) property totaling one (1) acre located at the corner of Wise Street & Wilson Road, from GC-
General Commercial to R2-Rural. The proposed use of this property is for residential.  

The Comprehensive Plan identifies this property and the surrounding area as transitional, which 
supports this rezoning. 

When considering a rezoning, per Title 6, Chapter 29 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, the 
decision of the Planning Commission serves as a recommendation and is forwarded to County 
Council for review and approval. 

 

 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
     )  ORDINANCE NO. 05-04-2026 
NEWBERRY COUNTY  ) 
 
AN ORDINANCE ACTING ON A REQUEST TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO ZONING ORDINANCE NO.  12-24-01 AS REVISED 
AND AMENDED BY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 6-11-16 AND CODIFIED IN 
CHAPTER 153 OF THE NEWBERRY COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
ESTABLISHES ZONING CLASSIFICATION AND DISTRICTS SO AS TO REZONE 
ONE (1) REAL ESTATE PARCEL TOTALING TEN (10) ACRES DESIGNATED AS TMS 
NO. 295-39 FROM R2-RURAL TO RS-SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. 
 

WHEREAS, Zoning Ordinance, codified in Chapter 153 of the Newberry 

County Code of Ordinances, establishes zoning classifications and districts, as well 

as an Official Zoning Map; and  

WHEREAS, said Zoning Ordinance provides procedures for the amendment 

of both the text of the Ordinance and the district boundaries shown on the Official 

Zoning Map; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the procedures established by the Zoning 

Ordinance, application was made for a map amendment to rezone one (1) real 

estate parcel totaling ten (10) acres located at 5576 SC Highway 34-121, to RS- 

Single Family Residential from R2-Rural.  Tax Map No. 295-39 is currently used for 

residential.  The Comprehensive Plan shows the future land use for this area to be 

within the rural development projected area.  The Planning Staff does recommend 

that this real estate parcel be rezoned to RS-Single Family Residential.   

WHEREAS, the Newberry County Joint Planning Commission, in case 

number MA05-05-19-26, had this matter on its agenda and considered this request 

and received comments as to both the existing and intended uses of the property.   

The Joint Planning Commission determined that it does concur with the 



recommendation of the Planning Staff.  The Planning Commission has now 

forwarded its report on the rezoning request to Newberry County Council, as 

required by law, for consideration of its actions by Newberry County Council.    

WHEREAS, Newberry County Council is familiar with the site and the 

existing uses of the properties located 5576 SC Highway 34-121, Newberry. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Newberry County Council makes the following findings 

of fact and law as to the merits of the rezoning request concerning Tax Map No. 295-

39 totaling ten (10) acres located 5576 SC Highway 34-121, Newberry, as more 

particularly shown on the plat accompanying the submitted “Official Zoning Map 

Amendment Application” included in the submitted Planning Commission report 

attached hereto, RS-Single Family Residential from R2-Rural. 

A.  That the proposed map amendment does promote the 

implementation of the Comprehensive Plan in the area.  

B.   This amendment is needed because the proposed development 

cannot be accomplished by the owner under the existing zoning district regulations. 

C.    That traffic patterns in the neighborhood will not be adversely 

affected by the change in zoning.          

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that: 

   Newberry County Council hereby determines, based on the findings set forth above, 

that the attached rezoning request for a map amendment for Tax Map No. 295-39 

totaling ten (10) acres real estate parcel as acted on by the Planning Commission, 

be: 

 



    ___________ disapproved;  

                approved; or 

___    ___________ approved with the following modifications: ______________ 

___   __________________________________________________________________.  

   AND IT IS SO ORDAINED by Newberry County Council this ______ day of   

______________, 2026 in meeting duly assembled at Newberry, South Carolina. 
 
       NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 (SEAL) 

By:_______________________________ 
Robert Shealy, Chairman 

Attest: 
_________________________________ 
Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council 
 
1st reading: _______________  Reviewed and approved as to form: 
2nd reading: _________________   
Public Hearing: ______________  _____________________________ 
3rd reading: _________________  Attorney 
   
      _____________________________ 
      County Administrator  



 

REZONING REQUEST MA05-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

 

 

Request: Rezoning request MA05-05-19-26 by property owner Michael Burnside.  This request is to 
rezone one (1) property totaling ten (10) acres from R2 – Rural to RS-Single Family Residential for a 
residential development. 

 

Application Number : MA05-05-19-26 

Applicant: Michael Burnside 

Property Owner: Michael Burnside and Willie Davis 

Location Address: 5576 SC Highway 34-121, Newberry 

Tax Map Number(s): 295-39 

Lot Size: 10 acres 

Current Land Use: Residential  

Proposed Land Use: Higher Density Residential 

Current Zoning District: R2-Rural   

Proposed Zoning District: RS-Single Family Residential   

Comprehensive Plan Designation: Rural Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newberry County 

Planning Commission Staff Report 



 

REZONING REQUEST MA05-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

Current Zoning Map:  

 

Current Zoning District 

R2-Rural: The R2-Rural district is intended to be rural in nature, allowing low density residential 

uses including manufactured housing on individual properties, as well as home occupations, 

family day care, agriculture, forestry, hunting, and religious uses, but also accommodating 

complementary and associated uses such as recreation, government services, and appropriate 

service, commercial and industrial uses.  

 

Proposed Zoning District 

RS – Single Family Residential: The RS district is intended to be residential with single-family, 

site-built dwellings and low population densities.  Compatible uses such as home occupations, 

K-12 education, limited recreation, and religious uses are also allowed.  Manufactured homes 

and businesses are not permitted. 



 

REZONING REQUEST MA05-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

Future Land Use Map: 

 

 

Future Land Use Designation Definition 

Rural Development (RD) – Lands in the rural areas of the County that are primarily in use as low density 
residential, agriculture, or forestry, but may include other complementary and associated uses. Land in 
Rural Development may also include higher intensity uses on properties that are separated appropriately 
from residential uses and that have adequate road access. While lands in the RD areas are expected to 
continue to be primarily low density residential and agricultural in nature, it is anticipated that other 
complementary and associated uses such as public and institutional, parks and recreation, higher density 
residential, and light commercial and industrial uses will locate in these areas where appropriate.  
 
 
 

 



 

REZONING REQUEST MA05-05-19-26                                                                    NEWBERRY COUNTY, S.C  

Analysis: 

Rezoning request MA05-05-19-26 by property owner Michael Burnside. This request is to rezone 
one (1) property totaling ten (10) acres located at 5576 SC Highway 34-121, Newberry, from R2-
Rural to RS-Single Family Residential. The proposed use of this property is for higher density 
residential development.  

The Comprehensive Plan identifies this property and the surrounding area as transitional, which 
supports this rezoning. 

When considering a rezoning, per Title 6, Chapter 29 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, the 
decision of the Planning Commission serves as a recommendation and is forwarded to County 
Council for review and approval. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) ORDINANCE NO. 06-01-2026 
     ) 
COUNTY OF NEWBERRY  )  
 

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF NEWBERRY, BY NEWBERRY COUNTY 
COUNCIL TO DECLARE A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON DATA CENTERS IN 

NEWBERRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Newberry County, much like many counties in the State of South 

Carolina, has had numerous inquiries regarding the development of Data Centers in the 

County; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the exponential growth of these facilities, particularly large-scale 

campuses, could potentially create an unprecedented strain on the County’s essential 

public resources, including without limitation, the electric power grid, finite water 

supply, and local infrastructure, and 

  
 WHEREAS, Newberry County also recognizes that the County currently does not 

have a regulatory framework or zoning ordinance structure that is sufficient to properly 

manage the scale and impact of this industry, necessitating a comprehensive, 

independent study to protect the public health, safety and welfare of Newberry’s 

citizens, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the County wishes to place a temporary moratorium on the 

construction or development of Data Centers in Newberry County for no longer than 

twelve months following the adoption of this Ordinance and the completion of an 

independent study on concerns as stated herein, and 

 WHEREAS, a moratorium authorized and implemented in accordance with this 

Ordinance is a reasonable, time-limited planning measure. 

 
 



 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED  by the County Council of the County of Newberry, 
in Council duly assembled this ___day of July, 2026 that: 
 
 The Newberry County Council does hereby declare a temporary moratorium on 

Data Centers for twelve (12) months or less, and shall not accept any application or 

permit for a Data Center, nor take action on any permit or application for a Data Center 

which has not received final approval until the County establishes, if any, a regulatory 

framework or zoning ordinance structure through comprehensive oversight and 

approval process that is satisfactory to the Newberry County Council.    First reading of 

this Ordinance shall invoke the Pending Ordinance Doctrine. 

 This prohibition may apply to an application, petition, or submission seeking 

approval, review or relief for a Data Center including but not limited to: 

a) A zoning map or text amendment specific to a site or user; 

b) Conditional uses, special exceptions, or variances; 

c) Land development plans or subdivision applications; 

d) A building permit or certificate tied to an approval for a Data Center when 

the permit or certificate requires prior land use or zoning approval. 

 For purposes of this Ordinance, “Data Center” shall mean a facility, campus of 

facilities, or array of interconnected facilities which house working servers and that are 

developed to cool, secure, and connect data associated with applications and servers.   

 This County Council shall conduct a comprehensive study of the cumulative 

impacts of Data Center development and shall bring forward a written report of its 

findings and policy recommendations for discussion by the Council.  Such report shall 

include: 

• Findings relating to the effect of Data Centers on energy consumption 

and grid capacity, environment and water supply, health and community 

well-being, residential market and housing prices; and 

• Recommendations, if any, for zoning ordinances that specifies 

appropriate criteria for Data Center locations, which may include 

guidance regarding residential zones, proximity to essential 



infrastructure, and minimum requirements for environmental mitigation 

and resource efficiency.   

 
 
 
     NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 

    
 By:__________________________________________ 

     Robert Shealy, Chairman 
(SEAL) 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Andrew Wigger, Clerk to Council 
 
 
      Approved as to form: 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Joanie Winters, County Attorney 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      William Theodore Luckadoo 
      County Administrator 
 
1st Reading:  June 3, 2026 
2nd Reading:  June 17, 2026  
Public Hearing: July 15, 2026 
3rd Reading:  July 15, 2026 
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